Conservation Scorecard

A Tool for Prioritizing Land Conservation
Devaloped by Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences

In Southeastern Maossachusetts, the need 1o protect open space and
to set aside lond for conservation 1z far graater than the funds

availoble, Becouse of this, ocquisition afforts must focus on
protecting the most impertant parcels of land. From a conservation perspective, this means protecting
those lands with the greatest ecological value. But how can we identify these lands?

This Consarvatlon Scorecard prioritizes lands for acquisition by providing a single value for each
parcel evaluated. |t does so by comparing the ottributes and qualitias of your parcel to those of on
ideal conservation parcel, The evaluation process integrates ecoleglcal Information devalopad
spacifically for this Scorecard with existing ecological and regulatory information, to provide an
assazzment of the relotive comervation value of any parcel of land in the region. This Conservation Yalue
may be used in conjunction with soclal contidarations [m.q., aesthetics, cultural significance, cost] or by

itself to prioritize open space ocquisition.

This Scorecard was developed specifically to provide land trusts, open space and racreation
committess, community preservation commitiees, conservation commissions, regional planners, and
foundations that support land acquisition with an objective, science-based tool for prioritizing land
acquisition. This Scorecard may also assis Smart Grawth effarts by identifying those parcels most
appropriate for development {i.e., thote with low conzsarvation valuss.)

How to USE THIS SCORECARD. You will need ona
copy of the Scorecard for each parcel baing
assessed, and occess to the Internet. In addition, wa
strongly recommend that you visit each porcel and
review your municipality's plonning documents,
Although neither the site visit nor familiarity with
planning documents is necessary to complate the
Scorecard, your parcel will lkely recelve a lowar
Conservalion Value than if you visit the site and
review the appropriate documents.

Far each of the Scarecard’s 18 questions you will
see two or more possible answars, Informatian an
what map layers (if any) provide you the
information necded to answer the question, ond o
paint value for each possible answer. Much of the
infarmation that you need ta answer these quastions
is provided for vou on the Conservation Scorecard
thematic map on ConservatiocnMapper
[www.conservationmapper.erg.) In o few instances
you will benefit from site-specific information not
avallable an Canservationtapper. For these
guestions the Scorecard assumes warsi-case
conditions until you provide addifional infarmatien.

Begin by answering guestion 1 A, Knowing your
parcel’s size, find the carrect answer to the guestion,
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identify the number of points associated with thar
angwer, and enter the resulting valve In the
carresponding “Score” box, For example, if you
are buying o 14 acre parcel, your answer 10 this
question |z worth 5 palnts, and you would write the
number 5 In the “Score” box.

Te answer most other questions you will need to vse
the “Conservarion Scorecard Viewer" feature on
ConservarionMapper. First, zoom in to the location
of tha parcel belng assessed, MNext, display the
information needed to answer tha quastlon by
checking the “Visible"” boxles) omsociated with the
guestien that you wish te answer, then click the
“Refresh™ burton. The information needed to answer
your question 15 now displayed. For exaomple, to
ebtain the Infarmatien needed ta answer queastian 3
B, you would chedk the boxes next to the two layers
that are labeled 3 B, then click the “Refresh” button.
The map now displays both the 100 and 200 foot
wetland and waterway buffer: near your parcsl,
sz this information to answer gqueastion 3 E.

Contirwe in this manner until you have answered all
of the questions.

é Need Help? Moanomet provides no-cost psistonce with the use of s Scorecard. Call us af (508) 224-8521 %
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1. The size, shape, and location of a parcel of lond offed its conservotion value. Meighbering
parcels of apen space, and their praximity and connection 1o your porcel, also influence the
conservation value of your porcel. Because of this, you must consider the parcel as part of @

The fellewing three guestion: address yeur parcel fram a landscape context, The first twa
guestions each deal with size, the size of your porcel and the size of the undeveloped potch of
land In which your parcel sccurs, The third questian deals with the concept of "landscope
Integrity.” Londscape Integ-ity comsiders o variety of fadors, including the shape of your parcel,

distonce to the negrest protected conservation lands, and the number and type of connections
- between your parcel and protected conservation lands.
Meosurement H-up T._w_.w m[_i.'ﬁl.ww Fui_q[l Scora |
A, What is the size of the parce| being = 100 acres QE)
considered far purchose? 10=100 ocres 5
M 1==<10 oeres 2 .f'f'l'j
-_— | <) oere 29 Avry|
B. “What is the slze of the potch of | = 100 ocres @
undavaloped land {La., land with natural 10-100 acras 2 3
vegetation) in which the parcel ccoured 1B 1= 10 acres $3 S Aorn 1
) ) <1 gcre or nal indicared on mop 4]
C. What is the Londswope Integrity Value for High 20
the area In which your parcel ooours? 1.£ Madium 10 .
Low 5 ZQ
8]

VEGETATION

| Mot Indlcated on map
| Subtatal
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2. The preservation of hiodiversiry is best sccomplished by preserving multlple, intacr examples
of every natural communlty type (e, recurring groupings of plants.) Faor thls reasan, a parcal's
‘ conservatlen value is greatly Influsnced by Its vegetation. Parcels that contaln rare natural
communitles, vegetation closses not protected or under-pratectad In currant cansarvatlan lands, lack
Invasive specles, and require no stewardship provide the greatest benefit to conservation. The
fellowing questions assess the conservatlon value of vegetation on your parcel.

[From-fretd ]

Multiple Paotches
Danza Throughaout®
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Measuremant - Map Layer | Answer . Points | Scora
A. Are any of the vegetation classes on the | (e &
parcel under-represented In exlsting 4 Mo {0 5
conservotion lands?
B. What is the rank of the rarest (l.e., lowest 51 &
numbered) natural community present on the MA 52 — Allovrdd ﬂﬁ""”ﬂﬂ 5 =y
porcel? 53 W {Iﬁ-‘?‘. 4 b
[Fromfioldvisit] A4 € JJ/ 54 or 55¢ |
€. How many classes of ngturgl vegatation d or more (’1_3_
ocour on the parcel? pr] = 2 e F
= 1 1
| [Fram gmwmﬁnnﬁhﬁ_@' b field wigd] | O lonly buman altered vegetation] -10
D. Uees the parcel require stewardship ro be e — Pareal s currantly [n natural,
restored to a natural, undisturbed conditiony undisturbad conditlon 5
If so, are funds and labor currently avallabled M/ A Ye&s = § and labar avallable 0 5-
i il Yez = § and labor not availahle® -5
E. What i the abundance of invasive plonts an Fane @J
the parcel® Single Plant '3
M/ A Single Fatch or Evenly Sparze

| Sublotal

* Use this answer for your score unless you hove visited the parcel

Y

To leerm more ohout Monomet Cender for Conservofion Sdences, pleose visit us of www.manomat.org.




Mote: A low score In the Aguotic Resources cotegory doa not outamarically macn thal yaur
peneal iy ol bow comenvation voles, Even bgh-ouolity uplend s moy sooe low in this
catagory. Porcels thot score high in all other cotegorin dould be comddarad for prarchos,

' ___I' ]

| subtotal

3. Water is critical for the maintenance of aquatic scommunities. Land use practices that interrupt
AQUATIC the flow of surface waters or prevemt the recharge of groundwaoter are harmful to aquatic
communities. In contrast, lond use that sremates groundwater recharge and maintoins surface
# water quality s beneficial te aguatic communities.

RESOURCES The following questions consider the reloticnship between your parcel and aguatic plant and
wildlife habitat. Porcels that contribute to the protactlon of surface and ground waters are
consldered to be of greater conservation value than those that do not.

Moazurament Map Layer | Answer Paints | Scora
A. Hars the area bereath the parcal been A ey é - |
identified as an aquifer? | Mo - Q
B. Dowes the parcel provide o notural vegetoted ii:_i}— 200 or mare feat &
buffer to o stream, river, pond, or loke¥ 3B Tes — 100— <200 fear 3
If 5o, whot 1s the extent of the buffer¥ Tt — Lass than 100 faar 1 i{
Mo 0
C. Do one ar more vernol pool accur in the | ¥es = Certifled vernal poal 2 B
porcel? 3c Potential vernal pool i |
= e Mo - Y
D. Does the porcel provide o contlguour, (;&— 100 ar more fant 2 ,
notural vegetated buffer to o varnal poold an Yot — Lo than 100 fear v | Z
| 1f 50, what It the extent of the buffer? No 0|

4. Thare are 448 plants and anlmals atticlally listed os endangered, threarened, or o spacies

of special concemn In Massachusetts, Although currently protected open space may provide
RARE habhtar for cne or more of these rare species, it [s not suffliclent for thelr conservatlon,
Acguisition of additional properties that contain rare species habitat is necessary for the survival
” of these spacles [n Maossachusats,
The tollowing quettlons address the prasence, or potentlal presance, of rare species on your
SPECIES parcel. Parcels with known occurrences of rare specles are consldered ta be of high
conservation value, and should recelve priarity for pratection.
Measurement | Map Llayer | Answer Points | Score
A. Is vour parcel lecated In BloMap habitar, or Hei— Care Hahita |
has Motural Herltage verlfled he presence of a 44 Yes = Supparting Landscape

terrastrial, State-listed specles since the releaze
of BloMap?

Yes = Recently verified rore species
Ma

B. Is your porcel located in or near Living
Walers habitol, or has Matural Heritage
verified the presence of an agqualic, Store-listed
speces since the release of Lving YWaters?

Yes — Core Habltat

Tes —Adlacent 1o, or Immediataly
upstream of, core habirat

46 Yas = Recantly verified rare species

(1%5 = Critical Supparting Waterdhed
Mo

C. Does your parcel occor within on aren
designated as "Friority Haobilot of Rare
Species” by the Mossachusetts Motural Herlfoge
and Endongered Species Program?
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To leom more obout Monome: Center for Conservation Sdences, plecss it us ar www.manometerg.
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5. The conservation valuve of your poreel may be enhanced by lagal protactian afforded i,
LEGAL i . 7
and/or to its surreundings. Parcels that ccocur in orees already designated as envirenmentally
ﬁ sensitlve or Important to consarvation may be subject to incrensed regulotion, or incredsed
P availability of funds for ocquisition and stewardshlp, The legaol protection that you place on
P your parcel will determine if the parcel remalins In conservation, ar If It will be converted ra
ROTECTION ancther land vse ot some future time. Parcels that ocour in one or mare regulotory overloys
and those with multiple loyers of legol protection are of higher consarvation valus.
Maasuremant | Map Layer | Answer | Points Score
A. Does your parcel ocour within the political 1 polint for
boundaries of on envirenmental regulotory overloy aach "Yas”
le.g., Area of Criticol Environmental Concern, 54 Y answar, up ;
wellheod protection aren, ete¥) This includes oll {im part) E’-‘b ta a @/
federaol, state, regicnal, local, ond privotely e rvbiinn
daesignatad areas. | of 3 poinls
B. Whaot type of legal protection will your porcel |
hove after purchase? Fee with CR Other 3 ‘?ﬂ” i
Ther fallowing termes are wsed 1o answer this quastion, . Fae with CR Salf 4 ﬁ-ft'lll:i
ART = Ancl iy w Zf $7 NS
= Artlcle 97 = I
CR = Consarvation restriction k. anl S r'lll‘[~'ll"|'l
Fee — Fee simple ownershlp by town or lond fruet Fea anly i '-11""
Oher = CR assigned to o second porty G_Iq
Sell = CR held by propery owoer £l
[ Subtoral ] eof
PD'.I'ENTIA.L 6. Once purchased, conservation land may be protected fram the direct Impeacts of
. _ development bur not the Indirect impacts. Development of areos ad]jacent 1o protected lands
o decreases the conservotion value of those protected lands. Becausa of this, you nead ta
L conslder if the land turrcunding your parcel is likely ta be developed. In gencral, parcels n
FoRr areas in which development s unlikely malintain thelr scologieal value longer than parcels In
DEVELOPMENT oreas where developmant ls ancouraged. Cine Indicatar of the likellhood, and type, of tuture
—— development Is the designated lond wse, os identified In your 16wns planning decuments.
| Measurement | map Layer [ Answer Painrs Score i |
A. Does the parcel occur within an area designared s fﬂ_ﬂ ]']'*.’
ac “lands that are mows witable for development™ in 'Lh_l;) 5 k-
your municipality’s Community Development Plan, or A Mo plans exist 1) 5‘ "jﬂc ?{1'
an area roned for commecial or dense residential Yagt =5 r
development In your municipolity's Master Plan? | ’?J\'l
| Subtotal [y
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* Use this answar for your score Unless you have reviewed planning decuments,
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Parcel Name: COLE Pﬁﬁfffﬁf}/d CARYEX

Conservation Yalue
The Conservation Yalue of your parcel Is

the sum of your six sub-totals. The higher
the Conservation Value, the greater that
parcels contribution 1o conservation.

Date Evaluated: | .fq’é'.mﬁf;. 29@5

Remember, this s o relotive volue that iz to

be wsed to compare multiple porcels being

Scoracard Category Total Points Sub-total
~ Possible |  Value
1. Lendscape Factars 33 e
2. Yegetation = 23 Ze
3. Aguatic Resources _ 14 15
4, Rare Species | 15 g
5. L=gal Pratection | 8 g
6. Potential for Develogment 5 £
Total 100 55
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0-20

[Based on ailet studies)

Little to no comervation value
40-60 Moderote to good consarvation valus
80-100 Dubtonding conservalion volue {Only pristine, idec! parcels fall inte this range.)

20-40  Poor to moderate comservation value
&0-80 Good to excellent conservation value’

& guick rule of thumb for interpreting your scora!




